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SUNSMART CAMPAIGN 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: The SunSmart campaign has been boosted 
with the announcement of a $390 000 contribution to continue the partnership between Healthway and Surf Life 
Saving WA for the next three years. The McGowan government, through Healthway, provided the grant to help 
continue the delivery of the important SunSmart safety education campaign at a range of surf sports events and 
activities. The partnership provides the opportunity for nippers, athletes, surf lifesavers and people attending surf 
lifesaving events to learn how to be SunSmart or to remind them of the importance of sun safety. The Surf Life 
Saving WA and Healthway partnership will also support sun safety practices at a local club level by providing sun 
safety education and sunscreen, and supporting clubs to run SunSmart events. 

Two in three Australians develop skin cancer before the age of 70, and reducing sun exposure in childhood and 
adolescence can greatly reduce the chance of developing skin cancer later in life. The new funding package also 
includes supporting the WA Surf League series for the first time to continue spreading the message about the 
importance of being SunSmart. The Surf Life Saving WA season program includes events for nipper and senior 
competitors, including the SunSmart WA Surf Life Saving Championships. The first event, the SunSmart WA 
Endurance Championships, kicks off on Saturday, 26 October, at Sorrento Beach. 

As we approach the warmest part of the year, we should all be reminded of the dangers associated with excessive 
sun exposure. Please remember to stay safe in the sun by slipping on sun protective clothing that covers as much 
of your body as possible; slopping on SPF 30 or higher broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen, at least 20 minutes 
before sun exposure; slapping on a broad-brimmed hat that shades your face, neck and ears; seeking shade — 

The SPEAKER: Attorney General! You just walked past the minister. 

Mr R.H. COOK: — and sliding on sunglasses. 
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